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Map 1:  Bicycling Conditions Assessment with State Highway Priority Corridors and Key Linkages
Iowa County
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The table illustrates, in a generalized fashion, how state and county highways were classified by 
their conditions for bicycling. Traffic and width of roadways are the two primary variables
affecting bicycling conditions.  Secondary variables, such as sight line conditions and truck 
traffic, also affect bicycling conditions. These secondary variables were factored into the model 
that classified the bicycling conditions.
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Target
Audience

Secondary Audience Educational Goals

Parents Day Care Providers

Pre-School Teachers

After School Programs

Youth Group Leaders

Police Officers

• Proper bike and helmet size, fit and adjustment.
• Encourage parents to ride with their children,

observe their abilities and grant independence/
responsibility as each child is ready.

• Most parents will need all the information listed
below for adult bicyclists, as well as the specific
information for their children’s age groups.

• Minimum parent resource: “A Kid’s Eye View” 10.5
minute videotape on basic things to teach children -
available for loan at school, library, perhaps video
store.

Adult Bicyclists Motorists

Police Officers

• Operating a bicycle as a vehicle in traffic - all rules
apply, and some specific ones are in statutes related
to bicycles and the interactions with motor vehicles.

•  Adult bicyclist needs all same knowledge and skills
as listed for teaching children in following groups.

• If adults want skill improvement to ride confidently
in traffic, adult classes are available. Effective
Cycling is one such course with certified instructors
statewide.

Motorists Police Officers

Bicyclists

• How to safely share the road with bicyclists.
• Bicyclists' and motorists' rights and responsibilities

vis-a-vis each other.
• Enforcement is the most convincing educational

tool.
• Traffic court could have educational class as option

for offending motorist or bicyclist.
• Children in Traffic issues: motorists and parents

must bear the larger share of the responsibility of
ensuring the safety of children in traffic.

Kids 0 - 4

(pre-school)

Parents

Day Care Providers

Pre-School Teachers

Motorists

Police Officers

• Directed at parents:  How to safely bike with
children in a child seat or bike trailer.

• Riding toy safety (big wheels, etc.).
• Driveway & sidewalk issues.
• Stay out of street (boundaries/limits).
• Helmets.
• Remember that kids learn by example, and early

impressions are important, especially by parents and
teachers.
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Target
Audience

Secondary Audience Educational Goals

Kids 5 - 7

(grades K - 2)

Parents

Day Care Providers

Teachers

Motorists

Police Officers

• General focus on pedestrian safety:  how to cross a
street safely; mid-block crossing;  curb/edge of road as
boundary; look left-right-left for traffic.

• Visibility issues (e.g.,  parked car as visual screen).
• Make own decision as to when safe to cross, don’t just

follow the leader.  (Note:  these lessons apply to
bicycle safety as well.)

Kids 8 - 10

(grades 3 - 5)

Parents

Teachers

After School Programs

Motorists

Police Officers

• Beginning bicycling on the street:  how to enter the
street safely (re-emphasis of previous age group
lessons); which side of the road to ride on; checking
for traffic from behind before turning or changing
roadway position; stop signs; hazard awareness and
avoidance; communicating with other road users.

• Use and proper fit of helmets.
• Learning should take place on-bike as much as

possible.

Kids 11 - 14

(grades 6 - 9)

Parents

Teachers

Motorists

Police Officers

• Continuation of previous age group skills and move
on to more advanced skills:  emergency stop; rock
dodge; instant turn; lane position in traffic and when
turning; multi-geared bikes (cadence); route selection.

• Bike and helmet selection, fit and adjustment.
• How to fix a flat tire.
• Nutrition for bicycling (eating and drinking).
• Teaching bicycling as a life long activity.

Kids 15 - 18

(grades 10 - 12)

Parents

Driver’s Ed instructors

Motorists

Police Officers

• There are two tracks to follow at this age group:
1. Continuation of advanced bicycling skills -

operating a bicycle in traffic as a vehicle, commuter
bicycling, bicycle advocacy including bicycling and
environmental and health benefits; and

2. Driver’s Education, teach how motorists safe or
unsafe behaviors interact with bicyclists (and
pedestrians) in traffic.

• Remind this age that younger children do not have the
same level of developmental skill ability or maturity of
judgment as they do or as more experienced drivers
and adult bicyclists and pedestrians should have.
Children, elderly and persons with disabilities need
drivers’ extra care in traffic.

• Show “Children In Traffic” available for purchase
from AAA, or on loan from WINS at (800) 261-9467,
or WisDOT Bureau of Transportation Safety’s
(BOTS) Maps and Publications Film Catalog.
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Specialized
Target Groups

Secondary Audience Educational Goals

School Boards/
Administrators,

Health and P.E.
classroom
teachers,

Health
Department or
Recreation
Department staff
or others with
sports/safety
educational goals

Students

Parents

Supervisors and
subordinates in target
groups

• Basic bicycle safety laws and good practices.
• The cause of serious crashes and how to teach

children (and their parents) how to avoid or respond
to these perils.

• How to help children decide to protect themselves
from head injury, the most life threatening event in a
any crash, but very common in bicycle crashes and
falls.

• Organization/planning and resources for on-bike
instruction for specific grade level(s).

• Materials to share with parents and bicycling staff as
well as motorists around children.

• Policies to prevent bicycle-pedestrian-school bus-
and other motor vehicle clashes on and near school
grounds or on way to school.

• BOTS recommends the Basics of Bicycling (BOB)
curriculum (7 class sessions) which is free upon
written request from school district or others with
child educational programming capacity.

Engineers

Designer/planners

Maintenance
personnel

County and City/Village
Supervisors/Board
Members and taxpayers

Court personnel: District
Attorney and judges

• Investments in quality crash prevention measures are
cost efficient and popular.

• Specific educational programs for child and adult
bicyclists are available.

• Bicycle violations should be addressed by fines
and/or required education for violating bicyclists or
motorist.

• Maintenance of curb/road edge and other bicycle
ways is crucial to prevent falls and crashes.

• BOTS has resources to evaluate both road hazards
and the overall compatibility of streets for bicycling.

• WisDOT district and central office staff can assist in
the planning and design of bikeways.

Police Officers Court Commissioners

Judges and  District
Attorneys

• All of the above as well as the importance of
enforcement (of both bicyclist and motorist viola-
tions) as part of the overall traffic safety program.

• Enforcement for Bicycle Safety (EBS) for all traffic
officers, bicycle mounted or not.

• Police on Bikes training for all on-bicycle officers
whether doing bicycle related traffic or any other
enforcement by bicycle travel.

• Court personnel must take officers judgment
seriously when a bicycle related violation is cited.

• Trained officers will not cite for minor violations,
but will pursue those violators who create serious
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